
Ripe conjugationer of water & sun,

your opening calls

even the birds to land.

& in Palestine,

where it is a crime to wave

the �ag of Palestine in Palestine,

watermelon halves are raised

against Israeli troops

for the red, black, white, green

of Palestine.

Ode to the Watermelon
Aracelis Girmay



Before the LAST WAR 

Demonstrators holding signs in the colors of the Palestinian �ag with a watermelon or the word 
“freedom” on them, on July 23, 2023, in Jerusalem, Israel. The protesters are holding these 
signs because the Minister of National Security, Itamar Ben Gvir, has forbidden the waving of 
Palestinian �ags.



After this WAR my idea
we want to STOP this war and 
to Be Right Back



 البطيخة، التي تشبه ألوانها علم فلسطين، أصبحت رمزًا للمقاومة، خاصة في الأماكن
.التي مُنع فيها استخدام العلم الفلسطيني

.في تصميمي، شبهت بذور البطيخة بمدن قطاع غزة، التي أصبحت الآن خالية تمامًا من سكانها، بعد تهجيرهم القسري. أما النازحون، فشبهتهم بالطيور التي تحلم بالعودة إلى ديارها بعد التهجير
ورسمت تلك الطيور وهي تحلق من خارج غزة عائدة إلى داخلها، لتعبر عن الحلم المشترك لكل مغترب وكل نازح، حلم العودة إلى الوطن وإعادة إعماره وبث الحياة فيه من جديد

��✨ .سنعود قريبًا"*، كرسالة أمل وإصرار تعبّر عن الروح التي لا تنطفئ، مهما اشتدت المحن"

My idea here : this design carries another deeply moving and symbolic message through the 
image of a watermelon—a representation of Gaza. The watermelon, resembling the Palestinian 
�ag, has become a powerful symbol of resistance, especially in places where displaying the �ag 
was forbidden.

In this design, the seeds within the watermelon symbolize the cities of Gaza, which have now 
been entirely emptied of their people, left desolate and silent. The displaced individuals are 
likened to birds, yearning to return to their homes after being forced to leave. 

These birds soaring from outside Gaza back toward its heart, embodying the collective dream of 
return—the dream of every displaced person, every exile, to rebuild their homeland and bring life 
back to its soil. 

 The phrase "Be Right Back" stands as a declaration of hope and determination, encapsulating 
the unwavering spirit of those who long to come home. 
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